HOW TO BUILD A BRICK PATIO

Forget the boring slabs of gray concrete. A brick patio or walkway will enhance the beauty of your home. But, how to prevent the pavement from buckling? The secret is in what lies beneath. For the perfect patio, follow these easy steps.

Difficulty: N/A

Time Required: 1-5 days

Here's How:

1. Dig Deep. Begin with a six-inch deep excavation. Make sure that the excavation slopes gently away from your house, so puddles won't pool on your finished patio.

2. Pack the Soil. Edge the hole with rigid plastic or rot-resistant wood, and then add four-inches of crushed stone. To help prevent settling, be sure to pack the soil and stone tightly.

3. Keep out the Weeds. Overlapping strips of landscape fabric will keep out pesky weeds. Then, top the stone and the fabric with an inch or two of hard-packed stone dust.

4. Choose a Better Brick. Always use a hard baked brick designed for paving. To check your brick, tap it with a hammer. A paving brick will let out a high, metallic sound; a softer ornamental brick will thud like a block of wood.

5. Pick your Pattern. Be creative: Lay your bricks in a beautiful herringbone or basket weave designs.

6. Butt the Bricks. No mortar is necessary if you butt the bricks tightly together. After the bricks are laid, a light sweeping of stone dust will fill in any cracks.

Tips:

1. Make sure to buy plenty of bricks. The color may not match if you have to buy more from a different batch.

2. Start at the center and lay whole bricks first.

3. Use a brick-set to cut partial bricks.

4. Remember that basket weave patterns will leave small openings at the center of each cluster.
· patio – патио; терраса между домом и садом; внутренний дворик
· slab – большой кусок; кус; плита; пластина
· walkway – дорожка
· pavement – тротуар
· buckling – прогиб; деформация
· excavation – выкапывание; откапывание
· slope – скат; откос; косогор; спуск
· puddle – лужа
· rigid – жёсткий; твёрдый
· rot-resistant – неподверженный гниению
· settling – оседание
· weed – сорная трава; сорняк
· overlapping – перекрывающий
· strip – длинный, узкий кусок; лента; полоска
· fabric – ткань; материя; материал
· pesky – досадный; противный; скверный; ужасный
· to tap – стучать
· thud – издавать глухой звук

· herringbone – рисунок "в ёлочку"

· basket weave – кирпичная кладка с узором "плетёнка"

· to butt – располагать впритык; стыковать

· mortar – известковый раствор; строительный раствор; цементный раствор

· batch – кучка; пачка; ряд; партия; серия; группа

· cluster – ячейка; комплект

Renovating

Aaargh! What have I done?

Most people who buy old houses want to work on them. You don't buy one of these handy-man fixer-upper opportunity dream homes without planning on working on it. And, while some can afford to move out and let contractors do the job (or convince This Old House to come out) the rest of us don't have that luxury. We have to put a lot of sweat equity into the house. You buy books, you buy tools, you buy... (wait, this is supposed to cost less!.) 

Anyway, you learn to plaster, to do electrical work, to hang doors, fix plumbing, sand and make moldings. 

You know who Steve and Norm are (extra points for Tom Silva, and a bonus for knowing why they're rebuilding his house!).

You live with tarps over everything, toilets that don't flush, you eat off a hot plate in the coat closet, you own fifteen extension cords. 

You haunt antique shops, junk yards, flea markets. You hover like a vulture over any house slated for demolition (and on occasion have been known to sneak in the night before for that matching set of doorknobs). 

You learn to recognize cut nails and William Morris wallpaper patterns. 

It's a curse. And while Steve and Norm make it look easy, it's a lot of hard work, a true labor of love that really never ends. There's always that one more perfect piece that you're looking for, or the slightly wavy part of the floor that you really ought to just sand out.... 

Frankly, if you buy one of these houses thinking that you are going to spend a few weeks working on it, and that it won't be a money pit, you're deluding yourself. If you can't (or won't) spend the time, money, and sanity to renovate an old house, don't buy one. 

But fear not. There is help available. (And probably therapy, too, but I haven't looked. Just when am I going to find the time?).

· handy-man – на все руки мастер; подручный

· equity – капитал
· to plaster – штукатурить
· to sand – шлифовать
· tarp – брезент

· to haunt – часто посещать
· junk – барахло, хлам
· flea market – блошиный рынок
· to hover – парить

· vulture – стервятник

· to delude – вводить в заблуждение

· sanity – здравомыслие, здравый ум

